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Message from the President 
CAPT. RAJBIR SINGH 

Lack of information and knowledge remains a crucial barrier preventing 

children with intellectual challenges from playing a full role in society. It 

affects diagnosis and reporting of disability, leading the Indian Census 

to grossly underestimate the number of people living with intellectual 

challenges. This affects the provision of specialised services. Lack of 

information about services also acts as a barrier for parents and 

caregivers seeking support for their child. In wider society, mis-

understanding and mis-information fuels stigma and discrimination. 

Through the Little Peepul Tree initiative, Amrit Foundation strives to 

tackle this crucial issue. We are analysing and consolidating existing information, making it more easily 

accessible and sharing it with a wide audience. We are also creating new knowledge about intellectual 

and developmental challenges. Through its advocacy work, Amrit Foundation is changing public 

discourse and the policy environment. By investing time and effort into mapping service providers and 

enlisting them in the Services Bank, we hope that we will be able to make the lives of persons with 

intellectual and developmental challenges and their caregivers, just a little bit easier. 

We take pride in what Amrit has achieved in just three years and I am pleased to share with you the 

third Annual Report of the Amrit Foundation of India. However, we recognise that we cannot achieve 

the ambitious goals of the foundation in isolation. Please do join us in our endeavour to create a more 

equitable and just society for all marginalized groups in India. 
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Message from the Executive Director 
MS. PRANAVI SETHI 

Amrit Foundation of India’s 3 year journey has proven that there is a genuine 
and heartfelt scope for creating an inclusive society.  

In India, children with intellectual challenges face issues at all level of society. 
These range from outright exclusion, stigmatization, ostracization and lack of 
relevant information.  

A few times a week, I volunteer with Anand Vidyala to teach underprivileged 
children. Working with these children and seeing them thrive reminds me 
that all children face challenges – but with love and support they can 
overcome these and fulfil their potential. This is what Amrit aims to achieve 
for children marginalised by intellectual and developmental challenges. 

Amrit’s flagship initiative, ‘The Little Peepul Tree’, encompasses 3 tools: making access to services 
easier, creating knowledge and advocating for children in need. We aim to provide information, 
enhance visibility and create networks in the field of intellectual challenges.  

Over the past year, the Amrit team has been busy analysing data on relevant topics, and disseminating 
knowledge through quarterly issues of our E-Newsletter and also through social media platforms such 
as Facebook and Twitter. We have increased our Services Bank and our empanelments up to March 
2015 include 350+ service providers. Amrit has also been advocating for inclusion through providing 
input to government consultations, and hosting events to increase public awareness. 

We are now looking forward to another busy year, as we are launching a new youth-led campaign – 
#weallfitin – to empanel 5000 service providers in Delhi NCR, creating a series of three videos to 
promote inclusion and continuing our advocacy work.  
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The Board 

CAPT. RAJBIR SINGH :: PRESIDENT  
Capt. Rajbir Singh holds a Bachelor’s Degree in Economics from Punjab University and has over 17 

years of experience in the Infrastructure Industry. He has been the Director of C & C Constructions Ltd 

since 1996. Before that he served in the Indian Army for 10 years following which he was engaged in 

the family business of petroleum retailing.  

He brings with him a vast experience in entrepreneurship and governance with immaculate precision 

that provides leadership and direction to Amrit’s strategy and execution. 

 

MR. GOBIND SINGH SETHI :: VICE PRESIDENT  
Gobind Singh Sethi holds a B.Com (Hons) degree from the University Of Delhi and has completed the 

“Graduate Associate Training Program” at EXL. His experience ranges from founding the Federation 

Cup, an NCR-wide football tournament to interning at prestigious organizations, learning skills related 

to human resource planning and improving cost-effectiveness.  

As a young and avid sportsman, he understands the importance of being a team player and brings 

enthusiasm and fresh perspective to Amrit India.   

MR. JAGMOHAN SINGH KANG :: SECRETARY  
Mr. Jagmohan Singh Kang holds a Master’s Degree in English Literature from Punjab University. He is 

a seasoned public administrator with strong professional experience in health, population and 

nutrition and has a track record of achieving results at operational level planning and management, 

national level policy development, and in international organizations.  

He brings management and administrative skills to drive Amrit’s operations in an efficient manner and 

conduct dialogues with all stakeholders. 

MR. SUBHASH C  SALUJA :: TREASURER  
Mr. Subhash Chander Saluja holds Bachelor's degree in Engineering from Punjab University. He is a 

retired Chief Engineer and has 41 years of professional experience and has held senior positions in 

Government of India and Government of Afghanistan. His outstanding contribution as Chief Engineer 

in the prestigious Golden Quadrilateral project has been commendable.  

He brings along with him sharp skills in overall project management that is immensely helpful in the 

nascent stage of Amrit Foundation. 

MS. ARVINDER SINGH :: MEMBER  
Arvinder Ruby Singh is a part of the core Administration Team at the World Bank, where she has been 

working for over two decades. She spearheaded the HIV/AIDS awareness program among the staff 

and their families through community outreach programs and various workshops.  

With close association and requisite experience, she contributes significantly towards various projects 

that Amrit Foundation undertakes. 

MR. R POORNALINGAM :: MEMBER  
Mr. R. Poornalingam is an erudite scholar and administrator with wide experience in development 

administration in India and abroad. Before retiring from the Indian Administrative Service as Secretary 
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to Government of India, he held many important positions across sectors. He was the Secretary of 

Health and Family Welfare in the Government of Tamil Nadu when he introduced several successful 

reforms including the well-known Tamil Nadu Medical Procurement Services Corporation.  

With his international experience with several multilateral organizations, he brings a unique 

perspective to Amrit India’s work and provides guidance on partnerships with the government and 

donor fraternity.  

DR. BRYAN NOBBAY :: MEMBER  
Dr. Bryan Nobbay is a dermatologist based in Bangalore. He is a graduate of the St. John’s Medical 

College and completed his postgraduate degree from the Armed Forces Medical College. As a 

practising physician, Dr. Nobbay has a deep understanding of the needs and dilemmas of those in 

need. 

His support brings great strength to Amrit India, and his interventions will be very important as the 

organisation expands the scope of its intervention to broader geographies. 

DR. SUNEETA SINGH SETHI :: MEMBER  
Dr. Suneeta Singh is a doctor with specializations in paediatrics and public health. Passionate about 

equity and opportunity, she is the CEO of Amaltas, a research and consulting organisation based out 

of New Delhi. She has worked previously at the World Bank for a decade leading work on TB, HIV/AIDS, 

leprosy, RCH and Health Systems Development besides working in the Country Management Unit and 

at the HNP Quality Anchor in Washington. 

Amrit Foundation of India is the result of her vision. Her keen understanding of people and issues of 

the country is born of her experience of 25 years which helps to nurture the growth of the 

organisation.  

MS. PRANAVI SETHI :: EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
Ms. Pranavi Sethi has completed her B.Sc. degree in Management Science from IILM, Delhi. She has 

been an avid sports person since her school days. Recently, she was asked to jury for Spandan Awards, 

organized by National Trust. She has several awards relating to both all-round development, sports, 

dance and theatre. For several years she participated has in State and National Games, Special 

Olympics, winning medals and leading the state contingent.  

Ms. Sethi is playing an active role in the development and growth of the organisation. Her networking 

skills have placed Amrit on a trajectory of growth. 
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The Little Peepul Tree 

The Little Peepul Tree is Amrit Foundation’s flagship programme. It strives to support people with 

intellectual disabilities through three areas of work:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We focus on three challenges in particular, namely: Autistic Spectrum Disorder, Down’s Syndrome and 

Mental Retardation. In 2014-15, we are proud of our achievements under all three strands of The Little 

Peepul Tree initiative. 

Achievements 2014-15 :: Inclusion Advocacy 

Amrit advocates for all people, regardless of their challenges, to be included within policy and public 

discourse. To this end, we have organised events and reached out via social media in order to increase 

awareness about intellectual and developmental challenges.  

PROVIDING FEEDBACK ON GOVERNMENT CONSULTATIONS 

Amrit was invited to provide feedback on a draft Handbook on Down Syndrome prepared by the Down 

Syndrome Association of Tamil Nadu. We were able to make important contributions in terms of 

layout, content and terminology in order to ensure that this Handbook would be a valuable resource 

for caregivers of children with Down Syndrome.  

We also reviewed and commented on The Rights of Persons with Disabilities Bill, 2014. The Bill is a 

vast improvement on its predecessor, The Persons with Disabilities (Equal Opportunities, Protection 

of Rights and Full Participation) Act of 1995, in numerous aspects; however, loopholes remain. Amrit 

provided comprehensive feedback with regards to definitions of disability, areas where resources are 

insufficient to meet needs, and opportunities for public-private partnerships to deliver key services.  

“ME & MY WORLD” AT DILLI HAAT, NOVEMBER 2014  

To mark World Disability Day and advocate for the inclusion of people with intellectual challenges, 

Amrit hosted an ‘Appreciation Day’ at Dilli Haat. Around 50 children with intellectual challenges from 

Advocate for the rights and inclusion of children with intellectual and 
development challenges so that they can take their rightful place in society.  

Inclusion 
Advocacy 

Build evidence to support rational decisions regarding the 
provision of services. 

Knowledge 
Creation 

Put in place a one stop, online platform so that parents can find the 
services that their children need. 

Services 
Bank 
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Akshay Pratishthan, Khushboo Welfare Society, Muskaan, Navjyoti Institute, Prabhat Special School, 

Samvedna Institute and Udaan participated in a poster-making ‘Show and Tell’. 

Children created posters and made presentations on the theme ‘Me and My World’ describing how 

they perceived their interactions with the world around them. A common theme in all the posters was 

the depiction of family and friends, illustrating the significance of a supportive environment. The 

participants celebrated the small joys of their everyday life on paper by drawing ice cream houses, 

seas of fish, libraries of books and chocolate mountains. While describing their posters, children spoke 

passionately about the importance of inclusion and acceptance of all kinds of people in this world.  

  

Every participant received a trophy and prize certificate from the Chief Guest, Ms. Stuti Kacker, 

Secretary Department of Disability Affairs, Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment. The idea 

behind the event was to provide children in need with the opportunity to express themselves and be 

recognised for their talent without having to compete or meet any pre-set standards. The event 

created a noticeable buzz in Dilli Haat with throngs of people stopping to appreciate the children’s 

artwork. 
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RAHGIRI DAY FOR PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES, FEBRUARY 2015 

Amrit organised a sidewalk chalk painting activity for children with intellectual challenge as part of 

Rahgiri at Connaught Place. This involved children painting the pavements of Connaught Place with 

pictures to reflect their thinking on the theme: "With You, With Us".  

   
   

We invited Udaan and the Institute of Child Development, as well as other parents and their children, 

to join us. By participating in a mainstream activity, these children were able to showcase their multi-

faceted talents. 

SOCIAL MEDIA PRESENCE 

In 2014-15, we have made significant steps in growing our social media and online presence as a 

means to reach out, communicate and forge relationships. Our Facebook page has grown from just 

over 200 to nearly 650 ‘likes’ in April 2015 and we have 100 followers on Twitter. We use our social 

media presence to highlight relevant news stories, encourage contemplation on the idea of ‘inclusion’ 

and promote Amrit’s activities through photos and links.  

START OF FILMING FOR THE AMRIT VIDEOS 

As part of its advocacy work, Amrit is creating a set of three videos that will:  

 Introduce the work of Amrit; 

 Promote the Amrit Services Bank as a valuable platform for caregivers and service providers; 



 
Amrit Foundation of India 
Annual Report | 2014 - 2015  Page | 8 

 Increase empathy and sensitivity towards intellectual and developmental challenges. 

Filming for these videos began in early 2015. We have captured footage of children with challenges 

interacting with others at our public events, playing and learning at school and receiving therapy. For 

the videos, we have also interviewed parents and caregivers, service providers, Amrit board members, 

staff and volunteers about the difficulties they face in everyday life, how vital it is for children with 

challenges to have access to services and the value of inclusion.  

   

Achievements 2014-15 :: Knowledge Creation 

Lack of easily accessible knowledge about intellectual and developmental challenges is a major 

impediment for caregivers as well as government and other service providers. We envision The Little 

Peepul Tree acting as a ‘clearing house’ that collects, collates and distributes useful knowledge on 

intellectual and developmental challenges. 

FAST FACTS  

Amrit is analysing available data and producing a series of Fast 

Facts leaflets that provide useful overviews of key information. 

These are quick and easy to read, with appealing visuals to 

illustrate our main messages.  

The first issue of the Fast Facts was published in December 2014. 

It focuses on the poor reporting of disability in India, and the 

associated lack of reliable information and data. The leaflet calls 

for a standardised definition of disability, as well as a review of the 

inclusion criteria to be used by the Census Office.  

 E-NEWSLETTERS 

As part of Amrit’s commitment to disseminate knowledge around intellectual and developmental 

challenges, we are publishing quarterly e-newsletters. These are sent out to a mailing list of over 300 

contacts, including service providers, parents and other partners active in the sector. Our newsletters 

include news and events, thought provoking facts, as well as sign-posts to service providers and useful 

links.  
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Achievements 2014-15 :: Services Bank 

A key pillar of The Little Peepul Tree initiative is the creation of an online one-stop directory of service 

providers in the field of intellectual and developmental challenges. Over the past year, our team has 

worked hard to double the size of the Services Bank. It now includes nearly 200 organisations from 

across Delhi NCR, amongst which are schools, NGOs, clinics and various therapeutic centres. In 

addition, we have empanelled over 200 professionals, including counsellors, therapists, lawyers, 

special educators, psychologists and many more, and 9 Parent Support Groups. Through the Amrit 

website, parents and caregivers of children with challenges are able to search for the service providers 

they need, and access contact details, as well as opening times and other relevant information. 

  

In 2015-16, we are planning a major campaign – #weallfitin – to substantially grow our Services Bank, 

and create an exhaustive directory of service providers for Delhi NCR.    

As well as offering a portal for finding service providers, the Amrit website contains useful information 

on Autism, Down’s Syndrome and Mental Retardation for parents and caregivers. This pulls together 

expert contributions on recognising, diagnosing and caring for children with one of these conditions.   
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Financial Statements :: 2014-2015 

AUDITOR’S REPORT  
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BALANCE SHEET AS AT 31.03.2015  
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INCOME & EXPENDITURE A/C FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31.03.2015  
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RECEIPT & PAYMENT ACCOUNT FOR THE PERIOD 01.04.2014 TO 31.03.2015 
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SCHEDULE FORMING PART OF THE ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31.03.2015 
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SCHEDULE FORMING PART OF THE ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31.03.2015 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE LITTLE PEEPUL TREE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Amrit Foundation of India’s flagship initiative 

to support people who deal with intellectual 

disabilities. 

 

Amrit Foundation of India 

Address: Farm No 31, Saraswati Farms, 100 Foot Road, Ghitorni, New Delhi 110 030, India   

 Tel: +91 98180 28985, +91 11 2652 0998 

Web: www.amritfoundationofindia.in | Email: team@amritindia.in 

http://www.amritfoundationofindia.in/

