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 Message for the Readers 

Amrit Foundation of India has had an active first half of the year so far!  

For those of you who have been watching this space for news of the Patang 

Project, the results are now out and being shared by Amrit on social media! 

The Patang Project is the first study of its kind, to identify the barriers to 

service use by children with challenges. The launch of the Patang Project book 

is scheduled for October 2017. The book highlights the difficulties that 

caregivers face everyday, and the difference in social outcomes between 

children with challenges and their siblings. 

More good news! We have placed 3 people trained under our Skills 

Development program with a leading construction company and a bakery. Our 

#weallfitin College Campaign has kicked off with a sensitization workshop with 

88 students of Lady Sri Ram College, New Delhi. Our 11th issue of Fast Facts on 

Disability Certification in Delhi has also been published.  

This issue of Amrit’s e-newsletter focusses on Down Syndrome. We hope you 

enjoy reading it. Your feedback and suggestions are always welcome. 

  

 News & Events 

 The first India-International Down Syndrome Conference, hosted by the 
Down Syndrome Federation of India, was held in New Delhi on September 
9-10 at India Habitat Centre. The purpose of the conference was to create 
awareness and support for people with Down syndrome through  
sessions, research, scientific papers, along with hands-on workshops for 
people with the condition.  

 Mumbai-based parent support group Parents of Down Syndrome (PODS 
India) organized a talent show on the occasion of World Down Syndrome 
Day on 21 March 2017. The show was held at the Oberoi Mall in Mumbai, 
and helped in spreading more information and awareness about Down 
Syndrome among the general public. 

 A documentary series based on the lives of seven young adults with Down 
syndrome has become the winner of multiple Emmy Awards this year. 
“Born This Way” follows the experiences of several young adults with 
Down syndrome and their families as they navigate relationships, seek 
employment and strive for independence. The show received top honors 
for outstanding casting for a reality program and outstanding 
cinematography for a reality program. 

AMRIT WINDOW 

SAHARA MANOVIKAS KENDRA 

PITAMPURA 

Sahara Manovikas Kendra is a special 

school that provides assessment, 

counselling, education and therapeutic 

facilities for further development of 

the children with challenges.  

 
Please visit 

www.saharamanovikaskendra.com for 
more details or get in touch with us at 
team@amritindia.in to get connected. 

If you would like to feature on the 
Amrit Window, write to us at 

team@amritindia.in. 
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 Is 

 

VOLUNTEER WITH US! 

Share your Time  

Spread Information  

and join us in the fight against 

exclusion 

AT 

THE LITTLE PEEPUL TREE 

AMRIT FOUNDATION OF INDIA  

 

For more information visit: 

www.amritfoundationofindia.in 
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“When you focus on 

someone's disability 

you'll overlook their 

abilities, beauty and 

uniqueness. Once you 

learn to accept and 

love them for who they 

are, you 

subconsciously learn to 

love yourself 

unconditionally.”  

 

-Yvonne Pierre, 

 The Day My Soul 

Cried: A Memoir 

 

 In a first, a new comic book debuting is featuring a superhero with an 
extra 21st chromosome. Comic book publisher Lion Forge said has 
introduced a character named Jonah, a teenage boy with Down 
syndrome, in a new series called “Superb.” The move to include a 
superhero with a developmental disability comes as part of Lion Forge’s 
pledge to provide “comics for everyone.” 

 

 

 Thought Provoking Facts 

What are the chances of giving birth to a child with Down syndrome? 
Down syndrome occurs all around the world, in people of every race and 
economic background. While the causes of the occurrence of the full or partial 
extra copy of chromosome 21 are still not known, there is one key risk factor 
for Down syndrome: maternal age. A 25-year-old woman has a 1 in 1,200 
chance of having a baby with Down syndrome; by 35, the risk increases to 1 in 
350; by age 40, to 1 in 100; and by 49, it's 1 in 10, according to the National 
Down Syndrome Society. Regardless of maternal age, the American College of 
Obstetrics and Gynaecology recommends that all pregnant women should be 
offered prenatal genetic screening for Down syndrome and other genetic 
conditions. During weeks 11 to 14 of your pregnancy, a blood test combined 
with an ultrasound (which checks the thickness at the back of the fetus's neck, 
known as its nuchal translucency) can detect Down syndrome in 82-87 
percent of cases, with minimal risk to the baby. 

Down Syndrome and Employability 
Research shows that people with learning disabilities face the same challenges 
as any adult who begins a new job, with the added challenge of overcoming 
the assorted difficulties associated with their disability. These additional 
problems usually include writing skills, information processing, reading 
comprehension, time management and organisational skills. Businesses are 
increasingly seeking young adults with Down syndrome for a variety of 
positions. They are being employed in small and medium sized offices by 
banks, corporations, nursing homes, hotels and restaurants. They work in the 
music and entertainment industry, in clerical positions, and in the computer 
industry. It is felt that people with Down syndrome bring to their jobs 
enthusiasm, reliability and dedication. 
 

 

 
Dear Readers, 

Look out for an invite of the launch of the Patang Project book! 

Amrit is excited about the publication of the Patang Project book. The Patang Project is an 

empirical study of children with intellectual and development challenges in Delhi state to 

understand whether and how they are accessing specialized services. The study reveals the low 

level of service use amongst CwCs and uncovers the key social, financial and geographical 

barriers which prevent greater uptake of services and entitlements by CwCs and their families.     

I hope to see you all at the launch workshop! 

Pranavi Sethi  

Executive Director 
 

Follow us on Facebook, Twitter, Youtube, Instagram and LinkedIn for more updates. 
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